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We wish our Year 9 students all the very best Fairt
examinations which commence next week. It is ingurt
they ask their teachers for help if work is not erstiood!

Congratulations to our
HOD Mathematics, Mrs

Kumar, and Assistant ( $ 8% %
HOD Mrs Walls, who were Ly #

|| asked to present to a group

Jof 80 Maths teachers $ % &

| outlining the secret to their

1{-‘ success with the new Level .
| 1 achievement standards. Year 10 Options for 2012

) The list of Year 10 options and information aboatte
They received a greatogption has been posted on KnowledgeNET, and we
reception from the teachersexpect students to have made their choice$umsday,
present, and are now copingNovember 24". For Year 9 parents and students to
with a flood of emails from choose the options for Year 10, it is necessatgdaon

| }az
¥

Mrs Kumar teachers wanting their o KnowledgeNET. Go to MyZone > My 2012 options

N _resources! It is always and make your choices from the menu.
uplifting when you are affirmed by your colleagues.

This process will be explained to Year 9 studerits a
assembly on Monday, where they will also get atpdn

sheet explaining how the process works. If you have
Teacher Only Day trouble logging onto KnowledgeNET, please email our

This Tuesday, November %2 will be one of the tw Director of eLearning, Miss Fuller. Her email ackses

teacher only days that all secondary schools armgph ~ fl@birkenhead.school.nz
this year to work on the new NCEA qualificationse
chose November 22because it did not disrupt senfor
student learning, and also because it is a ¢o
opportunity for Year 9 students to spend the |d
revising for their exams which start the followiday.

Year 9 Exams

These will take place next Wednesday Novembét p3
and Thursday, November 24 The exams o
Wednesday will be English in the morning, and Maths
in the afternoon, while on Thursday there will lEi@l|  year 10 Science Field Trip —
Studies in the morning, and Science in the aftemjoo Wednesday 23 November

Year 9 students attend school as normal for theleyho ] .
day on both of these days. This will take place during school time and all Yd&8s

are to attend, in uniform. Please remember tormetu
Monday 21 November is Day 6

Permission Slips on Monday.

J O Mathewson, Principal



011 yearbogy

Don't forget to purchase yol2011 Yearbook from
accounts ($20 per copy). The Yearbook is lookir
better than ever, with the whole book in full calpt
this year and hundreds of amazing photograg
throughout! Seniors will be able to pick thei
yearbooks up from Miss Russell's office fron
Thursday ¥ December and Juniors will receive their
from their form teachers.

The Asthma Bus

The Asthma Bus will be in t
see JUNIORS who hay
Asthma listed on their scho
medical file on the 28t
November. The Clinic will no=\g
get through all the students
one day, but will try to catch up
with those who missed out on their earlier visisth
year. If you wish your child to see the specialist
Asthma Nurse for an individualized clinic pleasdl ca
Jo Eberly on 483 9039 ext 836.

Come along tdBeach Haven Primary SchoolFair
this Saturday, 14th November, 11am—2pm! Haunt
House, White Elephant, cake stall, Hangi, Sant:
grotto, face painting and much much more!

The Voice of Christmas (2011 Paskong Filipino 3 )
- Sunday 11th December, in Westlake Boys High
School Auditorium:

Filipino NZ Fellowship's fundraising project
for SCOT Foundation(Street Children and Orphar
Trust in the Philippines) based in Henderson, N.
Tickets are: $10/per person 13y.0 & above , $2
Family Pass(2 adults, 2-3 kids of 12y.0 below
Christiana Zhu as Kim of Auckland Miss Saigol
& NZ-Filipino Cast of Auckland Miss Saigon are
among the special performers. Please contact Mi
IsLa at 0210665504 or please refer to the poster
your school for tickets & other inquiries. Kind
donation through ticket purchase is welcome. Tha
you!

Photos from the Senior Prizegiving




Girls Intermediate Tennis - winners! Birkenhead College Scientists

Third after the 1st round of 5 games in Term 1, th®ur Year 13 Biology students again had the
team of 6 girls went on to win_t_hé\u_ckland opportunity to visit the Liggins Institute whichas
Central Secondary Schoolcompetition in Term world-class biomedical research institute within
4. Many thanks to Mrs McLaren, Ms Purdie, Msy,o yniversity of Auckland. They tried out some
Fuller and Mr Alderman for looking after the . . . .
of the techniques used in forensic DNA analysis

Tennis teams .
such as DNA profiling and PCR and also had the
The team consistedf

Belated congratulations tRangimaarie Painting
who played in the Waitakere U15 Basketball teamn
that went on to win the National title. Well done
Rangimaarie.

Well done toGeorgia Frankham who is a North
Harbour U15 Touch Representative aKayla
Gordine who is a North Harbour U17 Touch Rep.

Rangimaarie Kayla Georgia
Painting Gordine Frankham

Tim Johnson, Rico Rey Bautista & Vittoria Draghi
using micropipettes

chance to meet three young scientists. Two of the
scientists were ex-Birkenhead College students.
Dr Janice Choi is now the research co-ordinator
for the School of Chemistry at the University of
Auckland. Christina Painting is two years into
her PhD study on the ecology of giraffe weevils at
Junior Activity Day 2011 the School of Biological Sciences. It was great to

The Activity day for Year 9 and 10 students will betalk to them about their career path and work and
on Tuesday 6 DecemberActivities include school our current students were inspired to think about
based options such as Multisport what they could be doing in future years.
& a movie, Christmas stitching,
Looking good in Colours and
Claymation stop-motion
animation. Out of school options
are: Parakai hot pools, Paintball,
Rainbow’'s End, Auckland Art
Gallery, Snorkelling at Goat Island and the Zod
Some activities will be free, others such as Paihtb
will be more expensive. Next week students wil= You remember approx 30% of what you see.

bring home a letter listing the |- You remember approx 50% of what you hear

Activities available and the cost of| and see together.

each.

ciation is a key to memory:

ou remember approx 10% of what you read.
- You remember approx 20% of what you heatr|.

- You remember approx 70% of what you say (if
Students will only be able to join in| you think as you are saying it).
activities if they have no
outstanding detentions and have
returned all library books.

- You remember approx 90% of what yo




School is schon in New Zealand — by Bjoern Fischer

“That's weird,” | thought when | saw my timetable tbe next two terms.
| couldn’t recognize a rule or a system in thisathand so | just went {o
my lessons. Later a mate would tell me the “séamith the timetable
every lesson would appear the next day, but beened later.

| had a pretty ordinary timetable: science, Englislths, geography, HE
and music. Yet the first day was really EXCITINGchool in NZ is so
much better,” is what | thought after my first daynow | think that it's
just different. But how is it different?

Firstly, | love the equipment in the school; instez old blackboards
found the more advanced whiteboards innovative wahprojector ir
every classroom (in Germany you are lucky if therene projector in th
WHOLE school), and there are more than two compuems, which ar
frequently used. In my school in Germany we have ¢computer room
and both are used maybe in two or three periogs/a d

Other exciting things about Birkenhead College wbeeteachers and %:Oe

UrUo

students, because both groups of people were v&goming and nice.

| found | had no problems to find nice people t& ta and make my fir
friends in the first week. Even my “bad” Englishgroved rapidly, so
found that after some time, | had to work more gnauocent than on my
general ability to speak the English words.

“Music connects people,” that's what | read oneetinand now | cah
confirm it. A lot of my best mates | found throughusic. So | enjoye
playing in the jazz combo as well as learning frib/a students to male
music in “English” instead of German. An example my musica
engagement here in New Zealand is my involvemetiénArts Awards
as well as the participation at the “Shore talemés 2011” where |
finished as * of my age group.

After the first few exciting weeks at BirkenheadllEge had passed,

-

could see all the things in a bigger relationshipg talk to other exchan International student, Bjoern
students about it and | saw that | was exactlyhatright college, at th Fischer, from Germany.

right time. The right time, for me, has been ddlityy the Rugby Worlc Bjoern’s account of his time at
Cup, which was one of the greatest things to ehjgne in New Zealan( Birkenhead College.

The excitement of the entire New Zealand nationgedover to me, s
that | enjoyed the whole time, especially attendimg live game “Englanu
vs. Scotland” in a nearly full Eden Park stadium.

This college is good, because it doesn’t have tanyninternational students. As | talked to othadsnts from
Avondale College, Epson Girls Grammar etc. thegailll that the whole experience is really cool tuad they
really enjoy it — like me — but they sometimes khihey would want to have more
“Kiwi” friends. The problem at the bigger schooks that there are around 100
internationals and they all have their own paréied don’t have much contact to
Kiwis. One of the great things at Birkenhead Cdl®&ghich | know to appreciate
now, is that | have many Kiwi mates.

My homestay family is very nice and | really enjdyihe accommodation | got,
not least because my host mother is a good coolteychad a Sky connection so
there’s good variety on the TV. But the more impnttthings were that my host
parents were very nice and interested in my couayvell as my activities.

BC, you all took part in this amazing experiencd halped me to REALLY enjoy
this time here. | have to give a big thank youdba®l, teachers and students for
giving me the most exciting time of my life— defely the most exciting until now
—and | really hope that | can see you again, angure | can.




